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Introduction to the Software Patent
Debate
by
ERIC CROFT, SENIOR ARTICLES EDITOR
The following two pieces provide detailed support for positions ad-
vocated in a debate held at CoMM/ENT's Fourth Annual Computer Law
Symposium. Richard Stallman and Willis Higgens express radically dif-
ferent views of the controversy over patent protection for software pro-
grams and the ramifications of the patent system on the software
industry. COMM/ENT is pleased to publish these pieces as a dialogue
concerning this important issue.
The software patent controversy is escalating. If Mr. Stallman is
correct, software patents create a minefield of uncertainty that will im-
pose onerous costs on the development of software and stifle this cur-
rently thriving area. If Mr. Higgens is correct, software patents provide
a valuable complement to the copyright protection of software and give
developers the incentive to continue to create software innovations. The
CoMM/ENT editorial staff believes that 1992 will be a pivotal year in the
resolution of this controversy.
A special thank you to COMM/ENT members Mark Woo-Sam and
Mark Iwasaki for their invaluable assistance in bringing this debate to
publication.

